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Benefits of Social Media: Scheme of Work


	Benefits of social media

	INTRODUCTION
Students will reflect on the benefits of social media and on the positive contributions they can make to us personally, educationally and professionally. 
This topic will be a deeper study and a follow up of previous modules which have analysed the dangers of S M.

Students will work both individually and in groups to produce and present a list of the positive outcomes of SM and will be able to argue on each point in order to provide a clear and objective analysis of the topic to their peers and teachers. 

Students will carry out a more detailed exploration of the topic to achieve a deeper understanding of the uses of social media by focussing on their positive impact on these three aspects:
Personal: ability to enhance reputation by posting to enhance self-image and to create a network of contacts to share ideas and personal interests with 
Educational: ability to find correct, relevant, authentic information in order to improve one’s knowledge and to further and improve one’s own competences and school performance (e.g. through the use of tutorials and online courses)
Professional: ability to set up websites and to create blogs and business accounts which can enhance one’s brand and be an effective tool to advertise one’s products. 


	1.1 Awareness of the Benefits of social media

	Detailed explanation / learning content
↓
	Activities + duration for each activity
↓
	Activity resources
↓

	1. Ascertain students’ current knowledge





2. Students are invited to brainstorm, evaluate and share findings on the benefits of SM


















3. Optional- Follow up Extension/home learning 

	1. Students first work individually, then in groups of 4 students and provide a list of ideas on the benefits of Social Media for personal use (15mins)

2. What is your personal use of SM? Each student will carry out the survey and then in group they will evaluate points. 
Results will be shared and commented on in class. (about 30 mins)

3. What is your parents’ opinion? Gather your parents’ responses. Students will carry out a survey at home and will discuss their findings in the next lesson (about 2 hours-including homework time)

4. Class Debate: What are the benefits of social media in your opinion? Cross the options listed below by ranking them from the least to the most suitable according to your opinion. Students will discuss and provide a list of their findings (about 1 hour)

5. Optional activity:
Independent research and reflection on the following question: - Why do adults and educators perceive SM predominantly as a danger? -Students will develop and comment on this question in a short essay (about 300 words). This writing will be handed out or uploaded into a Drive to share. 

	· Word document or paper




· Power Point /Excel Spreadsheet





· Re-editing previous Power Point presentation




· Interactive Whiteboard for sharing contents and presentations 



· Case study hand out/pdf



	1.1 Awareness of the benefits of social media in the Personal Field 

	Detailed explanation / learning content
↓
	Activities + duration for each activity
↓
	Activity resources
↓

	1. Recap on previous lesson to check the outcomes of their findings and research on benefits of SM





2. Explore the potentials of the web and SM platforms (e.g. Instagram) as a tool to enhance, follow up and share personal interests and passions















Extension/Home Learning
	1. Students will present their research findings as carried out at home (8 mins each). This activity will represent an opportunity to reflect on the actual function of S M and of the different perspectives between the younger generations and adults  (about 10 mins)
2. How can social media be used to further one’s own personal interests and passions?
- What asset can social media offer in order to further one’s personal interest? What does “being part of a virtual community” mean to you? (about 15mins discussion)
3. Students, in groups, will be invited to choose one common (e.g. a popular sport activity such as football) and one uncommon topic of interest (e.g. learning a minor language ) and find what is available on the web to further share the related topic. While browsing the net and social media platforms, students will gain an awareness of the huge potentials offered by Social Media in any field of interest (15-20mins) Students will evaluate and discuss findings of the research (about 15mins per each presentation)

4. Reading on the benefits of SM and class  discussion  Read an article on the benefits of social media from web site:
https://schools.au.reachout.com/articles/benefits-of-internet-and-social-media.
 A debate to follow-up:
1.WHAT DO YOU THINK ARE THE BIGGEST CHANGES TO SOCIETY CAUSED BY SOCIAL MEDIA?
2.WHY DO YOU THINK SOCIAL MEDIA HAVE BECOME  SO POPULAR? 
3.IN WHAT WAYS HAVE SOCIAL MEDIA IMPROVED OUR LIFESTYLES? (about 1 hour)
5.  Why do we need to be so perfect?  - Write your opinion! Circulate ideas and comment on them
6. Optional: Follow-up activity:
Write a short essay (about 400words) on the issues presented above and comment the article read in class 

	Case Study Hand out in PDF







Word Document hand out/share on IWB





Web page to use as reading:
Read the article on the benefits of social media
https://schools.au.reachout.com/articles/benefits-of-internet-and-social-media.









Plenary discussion to prompt debate: students gather in centre of the room to exchange opinions on the diverse outcomes and potentials of the Web/SM

	1.1 Awareness of benefits of social media in the Educational Field

	Detailed explanation / learning content
↓
	Activities + duration for each activity
↓
	Activity resources
↓

	1. Recap on previous lesson to check acquired knowledge of key points and ability to re-use them in order to carry out presentations on the topic autonomously 


2. Let students know of the topic of today’s objectives:  awareness of the benefits of SM in the Educational field



3. How do students approach SM/Web resources for their school tasks and studies? 















4. How to find correct information when carrying out a research on a topic? Students will focus on the use of SM as a learning resource and will acquire a more selective attitude when searching for information





5. Students will gain awareness of the importance of finding correct, relevant and authentic information with a particular focus on foreign language learning a









6. Follow-up- wrap-up activity on topic: Debate
	· 1.General feedback and briefing on previous lesson key points (8mins)
· Students will comment and report orally the papers assigned as homework – to be handed out to teacher (8mins)
· 2. Brief presentation of topic by teacher (5mins)
Teacher solicit Students ‘awareness by discussing 5 points shown in the file: 
How have social media had an impact in students’ lives?  
3. multiple-choice questionnaire Why should we use social media as an educational tool? regarding the way students usually carry out their researches and what are the most commonly used websites by students for their school tasks  
· Students will gather all the information and will work in pairs to report on their findings, on the similarities and differences of the various sources used for research
· Present outcomes with examples and compare their worksheet evaluations. A ‘feedback form- gap-fill’ paper can circulate among students on the main areas of contrast so to ensure engagement.  (60 mins)
· 
· 4. Class Debate: “Social Media often represent an important tool for school researches and homework support but commonly used students’ webpages often provide unreliable information” split class into two groups according to pros and cons teams. (45-50mins) (Students have previous knowledge on Lincoln-Douglas Debate format and have already been trained on it) 
· 5. Social Media and Language Learning: this activity will provide students with practical know-how in the use of SM and language learning. Teacher will gather information from students of their experience in the use of platforms, online courses and tutorials for translation purposes and their experience of digital education with reference to language learning. 


Optional activity  (Compare and contrast most commonly used sites by students with more academic reference sources (not just available in the web but in paper/pdf format too) provided by teacher on the same topic (e.g. Hemingway’s narrative technique- Students have already studied the author) and focus on the following: a) How is the topic analysed? b) What style and language is used to explain topic? (clear/formal/consistent/academic...)?
c) Can you find any discrepancies between the various sources used? If yes, what are they?
(about 45mins)
· 


	               Whiteboard to share   mind-maps and diagrams

PDF/Word Documents on IWB

Questions Worksheet’
questions-to-ask-about-media-student-studies.pdf 

( Optional activity: teacher-selected webpage/article versus students most commonly used web sites
example: 
https://www.academia.edu/49006560/Hemingways_Narrative_Technique_in_The_Sun_Also_Rises_and_A_Farewell_to_Armss
versus
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/farewell/themes/
 


Slides and worksheet surveys handouts
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