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THE DIFFUSION OF FAKE NEWS
The diffusion of fake news in an information ecosystem where the main currency is attention is quite easy. The high volume and rapid dissemination of fake news on the social media platforms is facilitated through its features which allow users to like, share or re-tweet content in a fast and easy way and often without realising that the content, context or the entire information is manipulated or fabricated. The easy use of such features and the high volume and speed of articles, pictures and videos that users are exposed to on a daily basis might also lead to hardly ever taking the time and making the effort in researching and checking the source of the content.
The high volume and speed of information, as well as deliberate and coordinated efforts to spread fake news by means of available technology and visuals make people less critical and easier to be influenced, in particular when it comes to the content which supports their beliefs. When a picture or certain content is used repeatedly, the overloaded brain uses it as a shortcut to reliability. 
In the journalistic field, the pressure of delivering the news and updates more and more frequently and in the real time format also contributes to the spread of dis- and misinformation. Sources are often not checked sufficiently, or journalists fall into the trap of sensationalism or want to get out the news item before the competitors which may result in publishing and disseminating unchecked content. 
Another aspect is the networks. People connected through social media may deliberately spread false or partially fabricated information in order to influence public opinion. The most powerful form may employ advanced technological tools, such as bot networks, troll factories and a special technology which facilitates the creation of fake articles, such as meme-shells. When analysing today’s information ecosystem and looking for solutions how to disclose fake news and its mechanisms, we might realise that we are “fighting against machines” using artificial intelligence or algorithms.
Source: https://www.fake-off.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/FAKE-OFF-Didactic-Concept-EN_FINAL.pdf
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