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Module 5 – Lesson 1 

CRIMINAL CASE STUDIES 

1. Breach of Confidence/Misuse of Private Information
Jeremy, who has recently moved to a new area, invites his neighbour to his house for a coffee.  They get on well but during the visit the neighbour notices that there is a partially opened box containing large quantities of antiretroviral drugs, which are commonly used to suppress the HIV virus.  Having previously worked as a nurse, the neighbour is familiar with these drugs but says nothing more at the time.  Jeremy did not mention that he is HIV positive. Indeed, this was information that he had only disclosed to his parents.
The very next day, the neighbour decided to send a message –believing it to be in good faith - to six of his other neighbours on a WhatsApp group. It stated: “I had coffee with Jeremy yesterday. He was extremely nice. We should invite him into this group. I do feel a bit sorry for him though as I believe he is living with the HIV virus.”
Whilst seemingly well-intentioned, this message would almost certainly give rise to a claim for misuse of private information and/or breach of confidence and/or breach of the Data Protection Act 1998.  A person’s medical life is one class of information that has been fiercely protected by the Courts in this jurisdiction. Further, the private and confidential information was obtained from Jeremy’s home, which the Courts have generally recognised as a place where a person has a reasonable expectation of privacy.







2. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Harassment 
Caroline Criado-Perez, the feminist campaigner, said she was relieved after two people pleaded guilty to sending her menacing tweets but added that dozens of other online abusers were still walking free.
John Nimmo, 25, from South Shields, and Isabella Sorley, 23, from Newcastle-upon-Tyne, pleaded guilty on Tuesday at Westminster magistrates court to abusing Criado-Perez online. Sorley was remanded in custody and Nimmo was bailed, both until 24 January, when they will be sentenced.
In a series of tweets, writing under a pseudonym, Sorley told Criado-Perez to "f*** off and die you worthless piece of crap", adding "go kill yourself" and "rape is the last of your worries". Another of her messages said: "I've only just got out of prison and would happily do more time to see you berried!"
Alison Morgan, prosecuting, said that Criado-Perez had received abusive messages from 86 Twitter accounts including those accounts attributed to Nimmo and Sorley.
Morgan told the court: "[She] has suffered life-changing psychological effects from the abuse which she received on Twitter. In particular the menacing nature of the tweets sent by both defendants caused her significant fear that they would find her and carry out their threats."
Nimmo used a number of accounts to goad his victims when they attempted to block his comments, saying police "would do nothing" about his tirade of abuse.
Criado-Perez said she was happy about the guilty plea but disappointed that the perpetrators of the very worst abuse were not facing justice. She said other threats to her had spoken of mutilating her genitalia, stalking her outside her house, beating and gang-raping her. "
Sorley and Nimmo posted their tweets last July after the Bank of England governor, Mark Carney, said Jane Austen would replace Charles Darwin on the £10 note. Criado-Perez had begun her campaign after the bank announced in April that the social reformer Elizabeth Fry would be dropped from £5 notes in favour of Sir Winston Churchill, leaving no female figure on banknotes.


3. Abusive messages
Alfie Perkins posted three tweets on Twitter on 10 March 2019 about the death of Aston Villa captain Jack Grealish's brother which were grossly offensive or of an indecent, obscene or menacing character.
Meloney Hughes of the CPS said: “Today’s conviction sends a very important message - you will be brought to justice if you post offensive communications. Alfie Perkins has learned a harsh lesson today.
“Perkins brought pain to Jack Grealish and his family with his deliberate and heartless tweet about the death of his brother who had died as a baby.
“I cannot even imagine how Perkins could think those tweets would be funny or even acceptable. He has paid for his cruel posts with a criminal conviction and a £150 fine and £200 towards prosecution costs.”


4. Sexting
A 15-year-old girl sent naked pictures of herself to her 19-year-old boyfriend. The 19-year-old’s phone was allegedly stolen by his 14-year-old brother, who sent the naked images to all the contacts on his brother’s phone. As the 14-year-old is a minor and as there is no evidence to prove he sent the images, the older brother will be charged with committing a sexual offence: holding and distributing nude images of a minor. He is likely to receive a suspended sentence but will receive a criminal record. 
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