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Module 5 - lesson 6: The History of Social Media
https://postfity.com/blog/history-social-media/
March 10, 2020
It’s hard to imagine our lives without social media now – on average, we spend 135 minutes on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and WhatsApp every day. So, it’s also equally hard to imagine that the history of social media dates back only to late 1990s/ early 2000s.
Nothing is perfect from the very start – and the most popular social media certainly didn’t look the way they do now at the very beginning. If you’re curious about the history of social media – how it all started, who founded the different platforms, and how they developed and changed over time – then read on
[bookmark: _heading=h.vsbefop93epy]The history of social media – how it all began? 
The history of social media started with the advent of the internet in the 1970s. Various organizations have been working to try and find means through which computers could communicate with each other. But it was not until the 1980s that computers became more popular – thereby setting the stage for the advent of social media.
Moreover, the introduction of blogging in the 1990s had a major contribution in ushering the new social media age. The notion that one could jot down what they were thinking, doing or feeling, after logging into the internet, and have other people read their posts – sparked the need for sharing more about our personal lives in general.



[bookmark: _heading=h.hyss4tcfjniv]Early Networks
[bookmark: _heading=h.qw57dyd5kh33]SixDegrees
The beginnings of social media date back to early 2000s, and SixDegrees.com is one of the first social media sites that has come to existence. Founded by Andrew Weinreich in 1997, SixDegrees allowed you to set up a profile page, create connection lists, and send messages within networks. More than a million people were using the site before it was purchased, and soon afterwards collapsed amidst the dot-com bubble burst in 2000. And despite its fatal fall, it made a comeback and is online today – a living museum of the early social media…
[bookmark: _heading=h.vtmitb3h5a1j]Friendster
After the boarding up of Six Degrees, another ‘early’ social network emerged – under the name of Friendster. This site also allowed people to sign up using their emails, make friends, and save them in their networks. Also, people could share messages, videos, and photos with other users. Additionally, they could leave comments on a person’s profile, as long as they were part of the same network.
[bookmark: _heading=h.sy3hiwuswfjc]MySpace
Between the years 2005-2008, MySpace was the largest social network site in the world. It was founded in August 2003 by a group of employees of a US company -Chris DeWolfe, Tom Anderson and Jon Hart, who had Friendster accounts and saw potential in the social networking platform. The site was ready in 10 days and grew rapidly in popularity among teenagers. Myspace was acquired by News Corporation in July 2005 for $580 million, and in June 2006 surpassed Google as the most visited website in the United States. Since the international spread of Facebook since 2007 though, the site began to decline rapidly and was overtaken by Facebook in 2008. Since then, myspace has continued to operate, but at a much smaller scale than its biggest rival.
[bookmark: _heading=h.bvu31fp3joiw]
[bookmark: _heading=h.fqa3tvvffvxz]
[bookmark: _heading=h.q6pazbd39w1a]The history of Facebook 
The biggest milestone in the history of social media is definitely the emergence of Facebook 16 years ago.
Facebook was founded by Mark Zuckerberg on February 4, 2004, alongside with Chris Hughes, Eduardo Saverin, Dustin Moskovitz, and Andrew McCollom. It started as an elite social media site for Harvard students but it came to spread to other schools such as MIT and the Ivy League. But, after 2006, anyone above 13years of age could use it irrespective of having a university affiliation.
Facebook grew fast after its launch and successive expansion, surpassing MySpace as it had most visits worldwide. It ranks among the top-visited sites in the world. In 2012, it went public and got a $104 billion valuation, hence making it one of the 
[bookmark: _heading=h.o009prbx4ekv]The history of Twitter 
Twitter was founded by Jack Dorsey, Evan Williams, Noah Glass, and Biz Stone o March 21, 2006. It differentiated itself from other platforms by restricting the posts its users could send (referred to as ‘Tweets’) to only 140 characters. It held onto this policy till 2017, then doubled the character limit in every language except Korean, Japanese, and Chinese. It went public in 2013 with a valuation of $14.2 billion. The current CEO is Jack Dorsey.
[bookmark: _heading=h.idzpyuv97tms]The history of Instagram 
Instagram was launched by Mike Krieger and Kevin Systrom on October 6, 2010. Systrom was a marker learning how to code at night. The prototype app he created was called Burbn, and it allowed users to check-in from their location via a mobile app. The idea exploded by chance after Systrom met some VC employees at a party. The following meeting prompted him to quit his job and raised $ 500,000 investment.
After being joined by Mike Krieger the team decided to pivot and focus on images. They killed all the app features apart from adding photos, commenting and liking.

The app was also rebranded as Instagram – which is short for ‘instant telegram’. The app, which apparently took only 8 weeks to build, became extremely popular within weeks of its launch on 6 October 2010: attracting 100,000 signups in a week, and increasing to 1 million users in just 2 months. Facebook purchased it in 2012 for $1 billion. Its current CEO is Kevin Systrom, and the app is 600 million users strong and growing.
[bookmark: _heading=h.s27jo1n7jy8b]The history of Linkedin 
LinkedIn is also one of the early social media sites which can help answer the question, ‘When did social media start?’ It was created by Reid Hoffman Eric L, Allen Blue, Jean-Luc Valliant, and Konstantin Guericke. On December 28, 2002. Its initial primary focus was on professional networking, thereby enabling people to connect with school and business contacts. Today, it still serves this purpose. Its current CEO is Jeff Weiner who took over in 2009.
[bookmark: _heading=h.o02e2s5ah3f4]The history of Google+
[bookmark: _heading=h.gg569n4kgp8t][bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Introduced in 2011, Google+ is social project that has been introduced by tech giants Google. This project promoted consumer-facing social network and was aimed to rival Facebook at its beginning. However, its lifespan came to an abrupt end when Google decided to shut down the project in 2019 due to low volume of users, engagement and other development issues. If you are curious to know more about how this once very anticipated project came to a halt, you can check it out here.
[bookmark: _heading=h.55oumtush85f]
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