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Module 1 -  Types of social media and their use by young people
Teacher’s Guide/Material
Activity 1.5 -  Use of Social Media by Young People - Communication
For the main part of this activity students are presented with a list of messages that need to be communicated and information and content that needs to be shared by young people. They are then tasked with linking the messages/information/content to the appropriate platform. The class is divided into teams for this task and each team has to present and justify their choices after the activity.

Information and material presented to students 

Message 1 
Laura needs to announce her engagement and express her love for her family and friends who organized a surprise party afterwards. She is very excited and wants to share the wonderful news alongside professional pictures from the special moment. She got engaged in Santorini, Greece and a professional photographer captured the couple and the scenery just as the sun was setting. 

Message 2
Mary wants to announce that she has just graduated from university with a first! She is now looking for a challenging internship in her field of studies. She also wants to ask if any of her network can accommodate her or offer her contacts that can help in this pursuit. 

Message 3
Mike is a high school student who just saw a hilarious meme about donuts and wants to post it for everyone to have a laugh. It is a silly, unprofessional meme that he found very entertaining. 

Message 4
Karen is a 45 year old woman who just bought a new home for her and her family. She really enjoys working on creative projects around her new garden and patio - her favourite hobby. She wants to ask for some advice from people who may know and have the same hobby, regarding her plants.

Teacher Guidelines 

·  Example of a student presentation (Message 1)
We decided that Instagram is the best platform for Laura. She has a lot of high quality professional photos to share which is mainly about sharing photos and content of high visual quality. It is also a very personal moment and given that she wants to share it with friends and family we opt for her personal instagram account, where members of her family and friend group are more likely to have accounts as opposed to a personal blog. Besides, according to business Insider ‘Instagram is a popular photo-sharing app that lets you connect with brands, celebrities, thought leaders, friends, family, and more.’

*If time allows, the teacher can present the class with more messages, similar to the ones presented above, or even photos and videos as well so that each team works on multiple messages/cases instead of just one. 
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