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Module 1 -  Types of social media and their use by young people
Teacher’s Guide/Material
Activity 1.2 - Understanding The Use of Different Types of Social Media - Debate
For the main part of this activity students need to be divided into teams. The teams are to be presented with the cases below. Each team has to decide which type of social media platform meets the needs of the individual the best. Each team needs to present 3 main reasons for their choices and have a 1 brief closing remark to convince you their ideas are the best. Share the scoring criteria with the students (editing where necessary).

The other teams should be instructed to listen carefully and make a note of key points and any questions they wish to challenge the opposing teams’ decisions. If you have access to IT equipment the presentations could be made via PowerPoint. Encourage students to use facts and figures to back up their decisions e.g., number of users on a particular platform or platform’s mission statement. 


Information and material presented to students 

Case 1 - June the photographer 
Profile
June is a 24 year old freelance photographer who mainly works in weddings. Her main audience is young couples getting married and her services include photographing their engagement, the parties and events leading up to and following the wedding and of course the ceremony.  She does not have a network of contacts following her business and is new in the field. 

Needs 
June is in need of promoting her work and services so as to increase her income and create a following/ a network. 

Debate
Should June use Instagram or Facebook to share her creations, gain more customers and build a network of supporters/customers? What other platforms should she also consider using?

Case 2 - Erik the College Graduate
Profile
Erik is a 22 year old who has just graduated from college. Erik was an excellent student who participated in various different activities and societies, thus now possessing a very extensive CV. However, Erik has not kept contact with any of the people he has cooperated with in the past (instructors, professors, colleagues, fellow students, teammates etc)

Needs
Erik is in need of finding a job position relevant to his studies and qualifications.

Debate
Should Erik use Facebook or LinkedIn to network and find a position relevant to his needs? Should he use any other platforms? What sort of communications should he be making e.g. posts or private messages?




Case 3 - Karen the hobbyist
Profile
Karen is a 45 year old woman who just bought a new home for her and her family. She really enjoys working on creative projects around her new garden and patio - her favorite hobby. She is not very creative herself, meaning she cannot come up with ideas on her own, however she is very good with her hands and can replicate almost everything she sees following instructions. 

Needs
Karen needs somewhere to draw inspiration from for her garden projects and find instructions on how to bring this inspiration to life.

Debate 
Should Karen use pinterest or reddit to find inspiration on new projects as well as instructions ? What other platforms could she use and why?

*Students are also provided with photocopies for their preparation, organization and note keeping.

Information for the Teacher 

Guidelines
· After all arguments have been presented the teacher decides the winner. 

· Students are encouraged to keep notes during the debate so as to be better prepared to ask and answer questions.

· Preparation of the activity can either occur in the classroom or at home before the in class debate. If the preparation occurs in class, students will have 15 minutes to prepare with their teammates. In either case students can use the Photocopies Provided so as to organize their presentation and keep notes. 

· After the debate the teacher announces the winner and explains the decision based on the evaluation form (which the students do not see).

· The debate’s duration can be modified if the teacher suggests that students only present two arguments and pose 1-2 questions. 


Benefits and Dangers of Social Media
Erasmus+ project ID number: 2020-1-UK01-KA201-078830
The European Commission's support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents, which reflect the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.
image4.png




image1.png




image2.png
(Co-funded by the
Erasmus+ Programme.
of the European Union




image3.png




